St Mary

OATLANDS

Loving, Serving, Growing

Sunday 18" Jan 2026
The Second Sunday after The Epiphany

Dear Church family

the 10am service, what a joy it is to love and cater for all ages on their
e journey of faith. This last year it has been important for us to

Y welcome and ensure that all ages are catered for at the 10 and 4pm

services, a live link creche in the hall with a Little Tikes house and

toys complement the Junior church that we have for 3+ in the octagon. In addition, it has been a joy to

watch the youth serving and leading (at the 4pm service) helping out with kids ministry and playing their

part in the music group. We are looking for families to become part of our welcoming team at both

services, If this could be you, please contact Hugh or Mark.

I hope that in 2026 we will see further crossover with Baptised infants attending Smart and coming to our

Sunday services regularly, new parents and wedding couples signing up for 321 or hope explored courses

and the whole church family growing in faith and friendship, digging deeper and as our motto says

Loving Serving and Growing (see it on the new Parish office sign outside the halls)

On Wednesday the PCC agreed to become a Net Zero pioneer, one of 20 churches in Guildford diocese

who are facing the challenges of sustainability (relying on unsustainable and carbon producing energy -

and being in the worst 100 churches for carbon production). We may be a welcoming church, but we

were certainly not warm last week!, we will be looking at how the facilities can match our vision for

2030. The other areas that I am keen to address are accessibility (ensuring that everyone is welcome and

able to participate irrespective of age, mobility or special need. We have care homes and special schools

on our doorstep, and it is important that we do not have any barrier to worship. More on our Facilities in

the future. Apologies for last Sunday's heating. It appears that there was a crack in the flue and we are

keeping an eye on the Church heating.

This year, we are joining with Churches in Walton to run a mission after Easter - so we are beginning on

our knees in prayer every month. Join me and others as we ask the Lord of the Harvest for a harvest in

this generation.

Next week is the "Week of Prayer for Christian Unity' Churches Together in Weybridge have a Week of

Prayer - Special prayer meetings all week (see poster below) and St Mary's are hosting on Thursday 22nd

January 6.30pm in the Octagon.

NEW THIS SATURDAY Lorna and I are starting a new gathering called 'DIGGING DEEPER' on the

3rd Saturday of the month 9-10.30am with breakfast at the Vicarage - sign up at the back of church - it

will be a chance to look at 'Biblical theology' (The Character of God eg Judge, Love, Wrath, Jealousy) and

investigate the tenants of the Christian Faith (The Gospel, Adoption, knowing and being Known) and

foundations of Anglicanism. The first on the 17th is an introduction to the Study of God: The people who

know their God.

"Hope Explored' starts Thurs 15" Jan at 7.30pm (3 Thursdays, just turn up).

Last Call for Burns Night (24th January) a fun evening of food and dance littered with poetry and song.

The British Museum Tour is now on the 28th Feb - sign up at the back of church.

This Sunday, we are in Luke's Gospel.

Memorise our bible verse for the year -Romans 5:8.

8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

It is that time again - BIBLE READING in a year, follow the link if you want to join Mark and others to

read the bible from cover to cover with the help of videos and a phone app - (it even reads the bible to you

with David Suchet's voice) from the Bible project.
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Thanks for your partnership in the gospel.
Mark 07769102247 vicar@oatlandschurch.org.uk oatlandsvicar@gmail.com
Day off Monday



mailto:vicar@oatlandschurch.org.uk

18th January 8am Holy Communion 10am Holy Communion + Short Communion after 4pm Service
FOLLOW THIS LINK TO WATCH LIVE SUNDAY SERVICES
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwcjEcekKr6h05SHid2EJ6nw)

Please select the ‘Live’ tab. 10.30am Communion Wednesday 21st Jan

Prayers For our Church This Week's Bible Readings: Isaiah 1: 5-31 and
Luke 20: 1-18. Church Focus: FINANCE AND FABRIC : 2030 goal: Warm
and Welcoming Facilities to match our church family and vision for

~ . 2030. Give thanks for our finances and pray that 2026 will continue to trend
. to grow and give generously. SENIOR MINISTRIES: Movie and Meal,
Meeting Point and Knitwits. We remember our Mission Partners: The
Bible Society, The Leprosy Mission, Rentstart and the

Foodbank. World: Pray for: Break through the barriers that set people apart and the suspicion that
make them walk alone. We especially remember Syria, the Middle East, Sudan, Ukraine, and so many
other places. We pray for the sick in our parish: We ask that you have mercy on all who suffer in
body, mind or spirit. Restore them to the fullness of life, that they may serve you with joy and
thankfulness. Freya Le Hunt, Doreen Clements, Graham Hunter-Brown, John Jones, Brenda Bebb,
Murray Bennett, Parang, Lorna L, Joan Ewing, Jennie Ewing, Catherine Fraser and Richard Ullah.
Especially remembering all who suffer from mental ill-health and are victims of abuse and
discrimination. Those recently departed: We give thanks for the love and life of those recently
departed and pray for their family and friends during this time of loss: These prayers, those said

aloud, and those said in the stillness of our hearts, we commend to you in our Lord Jesus' name.

From the Memorial Book at their year's mind: Stanley Burningham, Mary Carnegy-Potts, Leslie
Taylor, Denis Desty, Betty McCowen, Margaret Jenkins, Freya Gordon, Marion Sims, Drene Tanner,
Jennifer Evans and Geraldine Reacher. Please pray for: Mya and Tommy and their family, as they
prepare for baptism on 18th January.

Thurs 15th Jan 'Hope Explored' Course starts. 7.30pm at the Vicarage.

Readings & Prayers

Fri 16th Jan Activation Kids (5pm) and Activation Youth (7pm) m
Sat 17th Jan 9am at the Vicarage 'Digging Deeper' + Breakfast 53‘76

Wed 21st Jan 12.30pm Knit Wits and Colouring Club ‘bb,ce ,
Wed 21st Jan 7pm Film Night (with meal from 6.30pm) Please sign up at the back of Q?- 4

the Church. Thurs 22nd Jan 6.30pm Week of prayer for Christian Unity - St Mary's

Octagon Sat 24th Jan Burns Night Dance and Meal. £20 per person. Wine bar & soft drinks. Pre-
booking required.

Wed 28th Jan Meeting Point 12.30-2.30pm

17-19th Feb Superheroes Holiday Club 9-3pm. £20 per child. Please contact Mark or the Parish Office.
Tues 17th Feb Pancake Party 3.30-5pm in the Church Hall. £2.50 pp.

Donations of toppings and ready-made pancakes would be welcome. Please ensure the pancakes will be
in date for the event. Please leave in the church kitchen from Tues10th Feb. Thank you.

Sat 28th Feb British Museum Tour for Biblical Artefacts £16 per person, plus travel. (Please note the
change of date).
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The Parish Office will be closed on Friday 23rd Jan. For anything urgent, Mark (01932 840077) will be
available as usual. ST MARY OATLANDS ‘LIGHT UP THE CHURCH’

This week the floodlighting of the church has been sponsored by
Jonathan Boyns

‘In Loving memory of Ann Boyns’

Jonathan, Nicola and Edward

If you would like to sponsor the lights for an anniversary or other special occasion,
please contact: parishoffice@oatlandschurch.org.uk 01932 231274
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